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Dear Mr Jordan

This response, including attached exhibits, is submitted on behalf of The Clanon Fund,

Inc ("Clarion") and Aish HaTorah International ("Aish") in response to a complaint filed by the

Council on American-Islamic Relations ("CAR") on September 26,2008 with regard to the

distribution of a documentary entitled Obsession Radical Islam's War Against the West

^Obsession" or "me documcntaryM) in Scptembei 2008 The essence of the C AIR complaint,

apparently, is that Clanon and/or Aish, by distributing DVDs of the documentary as paid

advertising supplements in newspapers and by diiectmal, somehow violated2USC §441b(a)
and/or 2USC § 441e(a) by making an expenditure to support me election of John McCain to
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the office of Presided of the United States For the reasons set forth below, the Federal Election

Commission (TEC*1 or "roe Commission'1) should activate tfrm case yyf difmifi the CAIR's

frivolous complaint after determining that there u no reason to beheve that either Clanon or Aish

committed any violation of2USC § 441b(a) or 2 U S C §441e(a)

It is difficult to discern an intelligible legal argument in the one-and-a-half page C AIR

complaint The complaint consists largely of quotes from newspaper articles in which various
(frffqUtnt!y 1BWF«gd) political •n«ly«hi apeeiilate that the Hiftnlnition nf the Hneumentary in

Sqitember2(X)8was^hticallymotivatednandMdesignedtobenefi

candidate, namely Sen John McCam** CAIR Complaint at 1 There is, however, one simple
devastating met that the CAIR complaint ignores *^f tf fflirfgntarv doaa ant refer, m aav
wav. to SMatorJok^McCm or the IQMni^d^tMl election Indeed, the documentary

does not refer in anv way to anv federal candidate or anv federal election The documentary,

which was produced m 2005 and released in 2006, long before the 2008 election cycle, is a
serious examination of the threat that radical Islamic terrorists pose to the United States and

Western cwihabon R has absolutdynothmg to do wim^2(X)8 presidential deca

Despite mis find flaw, the CAIR complaint then goes on to accuse Clanon of (1) making

"contributions and expenditures in connection with a federal election" (2 U S C § 441b(a)) and

(2) "usfmg] contributions of foreign nationals m connection with a United States presidential
election "(2U S C §441e(a)) CAIR Complaint at 2

The allegations against Clanon are based solely on Clarion's status as an incorporated
public chanty organized under 26 US C §501(cX3) OUR Complaint at 2 The CAIR
complaint provides no support whatsoever- becaiise it camiot- that the documentary is a public
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viriiimliimsatirasu^ecttotbejunadiGtionoftheCommisnon If the documentary is not subject

to the Commission's jurisdiction, then no contribution or expenditure could hive occurred and

Clanoncanrot be fbuoltohave violated ei4er2USC § 441b(a) or 2 U S C § 441e(a)

^ The allegations against Aish are simply false Aish did not provide any funding
1*1
i^ whatsoever to the Oanon Fund for the distnbutoon of the documei^ The falsity of the
Nl
wi aUeganon is demonstrated by flunsiness of the CAIR's allegation The C AIR complaint simply
*T •llagea that fimdinp fhr the dmtnhtrtiftn nf Olumsmut "fp^y fcpe animated finm Img

Q AishHaTorah International H CA1R Complaint at 2 (emphasis added) C AIR provides no

& documentation whatsoever to directly support mis very senous allegation The best CAIR can

do u to allege, based on unnamed "sources," that Raphael Shore, the producer of the

documentary, is or was an employee of Aish HaTorah International CAIR Complaint at 2

While Mr Shore is an employee of Aish HaToiah Internatiormi, tfiat fact does not in any way

support CAIR's naked allegation that Auh provided the furiding to Clanon for the September

2008distnbutionofOftfexffon CAIR Complaint at 2

CAIR's qwculanve and unsubstantiated allegations against Aish do not satisfy even the

minimal pleading requirements for complaints under the Commission's regulations Those

regulations stole specifically that a ucoinplamt should dififerentiate between statement
personal knowledge and statements based upon information and belief** 11CFR §1114(c)

Inaddmon,M[s]tatementswmcharenotbasedonpenoriallmowled

an identification of the source of information which gives rise to the complainants belief in the

truth of such statements " 11CFR §1114(dX2) The CAIR's allegations against Aish make

no effort to differentiate between statements based on personal knowledge and statements based

on information and behef More importantly, CAIR fiuls to identify a single source of
information that would support CAIR's belief that Aish provided funding to Clanon for the

diatnbutionofOftwifion Clearly, CAIR's allegations against Aish violate the pleading
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quirements of 11CFR §§ 111 4(c)&(d)(2) and the G

aainst Aish on *̂** ii*y^y

di

If, however, the C i opts to overlook the serious deficiencies in CAIR's

allegations agunst Aish, it may not then pioceed to find leason to bdieve mat Aisfa violated
either2USC §441b(a)or2USC §441e(a) unless it first determines that the documentary is

a public communication subject to the Commission^ jurisdiction If the documentary is not

subject to the Cc

occurred and Aish

441e(a)

i*s jurisdiction, men no contribution or expenditure could have

befoimd to have \aolatedather2USC §441Xa)or2USC §

The Clarion Fund, Inc is a non-profit, ttisan iff^fl Bamzed as a public

chanty under 26USC § 501(c)(3) in 2006 Clarion is an independent organization and does

not accept funding from the US Qoveniment, political institiinons or foreign orgamzanons

Clarion's mission is to educate the American public about issues of national security, particularly

the threat posed to the United States by radical Islam Clarion carries out its mission by

producing and distnbunng doamienlBiy fihns, oidine ed^

grassroots efforts on college campuses See generally www d
and www OhsessionTheMovie com

In September 2008, to coincide with the seventh anniversary of the terrorist attacks of

9/11, Clarion distributed twenty-eight million DVDs of the documentary Obsession as a paid

advertising supplement in more than seventy newspapers across the country and by direct mail

The DVD is attached as Exhibit
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A The wntten materials that accompanied the DVD m me paid advertising supplement are

attached as ExhibitB

Aish HaTorah International is a New York City-based Jewish educational and social

^ organization established under 26USC § 501 (c)(3)in 2002 Aish HaTorah International is one
|Sl- of twenty-six branches of Aish HaTorah, a non-profit, apolitical network of Jewish educational
Nl

w centers headquartered in the Old City of Jerusalem See generally wwwaish com Neither Aish
rxi
<T HaTorah International nor Aish HaTorah provided any funding to The Clanon Fund for the

Q September 2008 distnbunon of Obsession

The Council on American-Islamic Relations descnbes itself as is a non-profit grassroots
cml rights and advocacy group organized under 26 USC § 501(cX3) in 1994 See generally

wwwcaircom CAIR objects to the depiction of Muslims m O&Msnofi Since the distnbuuon

of the documentary in September, CAIR has mounted a pubic relations campaign to discredit the

film by falsely claiming that its distnbunon was secretly financed by an Israeli organization

•Reeking to help Sen John McCain win the U S Presidential election " See CAIR Press Release

dated September 23,2008 attached as Exhibit C In addition to the complaint in MUR 6080,

CAIR has filed a similarly baseless complaint vnm the Internal Revenue Service seeking to

revoke the tax-exempt status of The Clanon Fund SfiS CAIR Press Release dated September 30,
2008 attached as Exhibit D Since September, CAIR has used the existence of the pending FEC

and IRS complaints to intimidate indrvio^ials and groups who had previously eridorsed

Obsession Seju&j CAIR Press Release dated October 5,2008 attached as Exhibit E CAIR
continued to issue press releases falsely claiming that The Clanon Fund was seeking to infli

me pvesideotial election nght up to the week before elec^ See CAIR Press Release dated

October 28,2008 attached as Exhibit F Exhibits C through F are also available on the CAIR

website at hte//www cagconi^^
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That u simply no basis in law for the Commission to find reason to believe that either

Clan<»orAishviolatedeither2USC § 441b(t) or 2 U S C §441e(a) The CAIR complaint,

like one of Shehenzade's tales mtteTta
Is* Commission finding that the documentary soinehow "magically" compelled viewers to vote for
MI John McCain far President in me 2008 general election debate the n>^ that rt^ ^sytnpit^rv
rsi
CT does not refer in anv way to either Jot*** McCainor the 2008 presidential election
•si

§ The Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA") of 1971, as amended, 2 U S C §§431

^ through 455, does not give the Commission the aiilhonty to regulate o^pubkcccinmunication

truttiru^cornvnuMy have an impact m a feo^ndelectim Instead, the Commission's

junsdiction u limited to regulating two well-defined categories of public communications (1)

independent expenditures for communications that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a

clearly identified candidate fin- federal office (2 U S C § 431(17)) and (2) electioneering

communications (2 U S C §434(f)) The documentary simply does not meet the statutory

Corporations and foreign nationals are prombitedfiommakmgind^pcnoem expenditures

mcwmectionwimaDK^o^tialelection 2USC §§44lb(a)and441e(aXlXC) FECA

defines the term 'independent expendrture" to mean an expenditure by a person expressly
advocating the election or defeat of a dearly identified fedeiml candidate that is not made in

concert or cooperation with or at the suggestion of a candidate, party or agent 2USC

§431(17), 11CFR §10016 A candidate u "clearly identified- for FECA purposes if (1) the
name or nickname of the candidate appears, (2) a photograph or drawing of the candidate
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appears, or (3) the identity of the candidate is appa 2USC §

431(18), 11CFR §10017 Commission regulations specify that an unambiguous reference to

a candidate includes references to the individual, such as "the President,1* "your Congressman,"

or "the incumbent,'' aa well as references to the individual's status as a candidate such as "theto
m Republican presidential nominee" or "Ihe Democratic candidate for the Senate in Illinois " 11

£ CFR § 100 17
Kl
r\i
<qr The Commission's regulations state that expxess advocacy also exists if a communication

o lisa phrases such as *^^ for the President^

?J Congress,*1 or uses words or campaign slogans which in context can have no other reasonable
meaning than to urge the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate, such as posters,

bumper stickers, or advertisements that say "Nixon's the One," uCarterf 76," "Reagan/Bush" or
"Mbndate'" 11 CFR §10022(a) Under the Commission^ regulations, express advocacy also

exists if a communication, when taken as a whole and with limited reference to external events,

such as the proximity to the election, could only be interpreted by a reasonable person as

containing express advocacy because (1) the electoral portion of the communication is

unmistakable, unambiguous, and suggestive of only one meaning, and (2) reasonable minds

could not differ as to whether it encourages actions to dectcv defeat a dearly identified
candidate or encourages some other kind of action 11CFR § 10022(b)

Obsession does not constitute an independent expenditure because it does not refer to a

clearly identified federal candidate and does not contain express advocacy Nowhere in the

documentary or the written materials that accompamed it is there any reference whatsoever to

John McCain or, for that matter, any other candidate for federal office See Exhibits A and B

Not surprisingly, since mere is no reference to a federal «mHiH«te m the documentary, there is no
language that would meet the Commission's definition of express advocacy under either 11

CFR §§10022(a)orl0022(b) S&&&* MURs 5474 and 5539, First General Counsel's
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Report a 17-18 ("While [the documentary] Fahrenheit 9/11 contains a great deal of political

content and cntaam, and leaves no doubt about [the director's] discontent with the policies and

practices of the Bush Administration, the film does not expressly advocate me defeat of

K President Bush or the election or defeat of any other clearly identified candidate ")
hn

I" I

Ml

2j| Corporations and foreign nationals are prohibited fiom making or financing

^ electioneering communications in connection with a pnandraifial election 2USC
O
cn §§441b(b)(2)and441e(aXlXC) For purposes of presidential elections, FECA defines me term
rsi

"electioneering communication" as any (1) broadcast, cable, or satellite communication, which

(2) refers to a clearly identified candidate for Fedeml office, and (3) is publidy dumbuted within

60 days before a general election or 30 days before a primary election 2USC

§434(fX3XAXO. 11 CFR § 10029(a)

f^mmiMittii rggulati^nf dffif"1* the term ''broadcast, cable, or satellite eMmtmmiMHnin'* to

mean a communication that is publicly distributed by a television station, radio station, cable

television system, or satellite system 11CFR § 10029(bXl) Similarly, the term "publicly

distributed" is defined to mean aired, broadcast, cablecast or otherwise disseminated through the

facilities of a television station, radio station, cable television system, or satellite system 11

CFR §10029(bX3XO Finally, the term "refers to a clearly identified candidate** means that

the candidate's name, mckname, photograph or drawing appeara, OT

ia otherwise apparent through an unambiguous reference such as "the President," "your

Congressman," or "the incumbent," or through an unambiguous reference to the individual's

status as a candidate such as "the Republican presidential nominee" or "the
candidate for Senate in Illinois" 11 CFR§ 1002900(2)
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In Federal BI^M^UM CoHimiMion v Wisconsin RiBJi*1 *o Life fWK. i i* ID US

127 SCt 2652, 2664 (2007), the Supreme Court held that the prohibition on coiporate financing

ofelectioneenngcommunicationain2USC { 44 lb(bX2) was consntunonal only as applied to
M tlMt «M*MMH nufvmmm •Avntfrnvy nr it« fiinefifffffll iiqmiialiint The COUt WOtt

1-1 eatoholdmataeofluiiuiiication^tlienmc
Ps
1-1 [communication] is susceptible of no reasonable interpretation other than as an appeal to vote for

rsi or against a specific candidate** U at 2667 The Court then found that the advertisements in the
*r
•q- caw before it were not the functional equivalent of express advocacy because they ufbcus on a

0) legislative issue, like a pontoon on the issue, exhort the piibhc to adopt that position, and urge

^ die public to contact public officials wim respect to die matter" Id Moreover, the Court found

that the advertisements lacked indicia of express advocacy They did not "mention an election,

candidacy, political party, or challenger, and they [did] not take a position on a candidate's

character, qualifications, or fitness for office " Id

Obsession does not constitute an electioneering communication because it fiuls to sansty

two of the three prongs of the statutory definition of an electioneering communication
Moreover, even if the doeumgntary Ad aaturfy die atatutofy definition, it wmiM tint gyfllify mm mn

electioneering communication because it meets the test for gemnneissiBadv^^

bv the Supreme Court in WRTLH

The very first requirement of the statutory definition of an electioneering communication

is mat it miist be a broadcast, cable or sateUiteconimum 2 U S C § 434(iX3XAX4. 11

CFR §10029(a) O&rcuion, however, was dutnbuted to the general public as a paid

advertising supplement in newspapers and by direct mail Accordingly, the documentary does

not constitute an electioneering communication See. e.g . MURS 5474 and SS39. Fiirt General

Counsel's Report at 9-10 ("Hie [documentary FahnnhtU 9/11], theatncal trailers, and websites
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identified in the complaints do not satisfy the definition of 'electioneering communication'
because they were not distributed by broadcast, cable or satelhte by any of the respondents**)

In addition, the documentary does not qiialifyasanelecnoneermgcommumcanon

w because it does not refer, many way, to a deariyideriofied candidate for federal office 2USC

£ §434(fX3XAXOO), M C F R §10029(b)(2) John McCain's name or nickname is never
1-1 mentioned in the fihn and it does not contam any photographs, video or drawings of him Nor

T does the ̂ ^""^ntary contain any unambiguous references to either John McCain or his status as
O a candidate for president for the simple reason that the film was produced in 200S, well before

CM JohnMcCamdectaedtasffitentm

There is no bans for the Commission to conclude that Obsession meets the statutory
definition of an electioneering communication Even if it did, the Commission could not

corobtutionallypenahzeClanonforavK>lationof2USC § 441b(bX2) as that provision has
been intenMetedbv the Siipreme Court in WRTLII There is no reasonable interpretation of

Oftnuioii as anything other than what it appears to be on its fine a documentary regarding the
issue of radical Islamic terrorism and the threat it poses to the United States and Western

civilization Obsession is pure issue speech under the test established by the Siq)rane Court ui
WRTLII It has all of the indicia of issue aoVocacya^

At the conclusion of Obsession, viewers see the following message on the screen
immediately before me credits MYou can make a difference Take a Stand Get involved at

www ObsenionTheMovie com * Visitors to that website can click on a link to a separate

webpage entitled Take Action n Tnat webpage provides viators with advice on how they can

raise awareness about the threat of radical Islam Suggested activities include, among others,
writing letters to the editors of newspapers abciit the threat of radical bljmi,CTgiuiizmg letter
writing campaigns to elected officials raising awareness of radical Islam, distributing
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information, hosting discussions, and oi^amzmg presentations on college campus^

people about the issue of radical Islam www obsesnonthemovie com/action activiam oho

Obsession fits squarely within the Court's definition of genuine issue advocacy It

<r ufocuses on a[n] issue, take[s] a position on the issue, exhort[s] me pubkc to adopt that position,
£j and urge[s] the public to contact public officials with respect to the matter" WRTLII. 127 SCt
10 at 6667 Moreover, the documentary lacks any of the Court's indicia of express advocacy It

*? does not "mention an election, candidacy, political party, or challenger" and it does not "take a

O positiononacandidate'scharacter.quaufications, or fitriess for office" Id
o
rsi

Because Obsession does not meet the statutory definition of an dectioneenng

communication and clearly does satisfy the Supreme Court's test for genuine issue advocacy, the

Commission is precluded from finding that there is leason UK believe that either Clanon or Aish
committedany violation ofertfaer2USC §441b(a)or2USC §441e(a) See generally

MURs 5474 and 5539 (Dog Eat Dog Films, Inc and Michael Moore)

There is no basis in law or fact for the Commission to find reason to believe that either

Clanon or Aish committed any violation of either 2USC §441b(a)or2USC §441e(a)

The CAHl'saJlegaticmuwt Clanon and Aishviolated2USC § 441e(a) because Aish

"may have" provided funding for the September 2008 distribution of Obsession is simply false

It is clear that CAIR included this baseless allegation in its complaint to the FEC for the sole

purpose of attempting to discredit Obsession because CAIR objects to the content of the

documentary The Commission should not allow itself to be used by the CAIR in a despicable
effort to chill the First Amendment rights of The Clanon Fund by imposing on the chanty the

costs of defending itself from multiple baseless government uwestigati
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Similariy, the CAIR'saUegatoon that Cta^ §441b(a)u

utterly without merit As IbeCcmixmsncmhddmMURa 5474 and 5539 (IX)g Eat Dog Films,

Inc and Michad Moore), a corporation's use of coiponte funds to

^ constitutes a violation of 2USC § 441b(a) only if the documentary meets the statutory

definition of either an independent expenditure or an electioneering communication For all of
PSi

^ the reasons discussed above, Obsession clearly cannot be found to be either an independent

rsi expenditure or an electioneering communication That should have been obvious to the CAIR
T
<cj because anyone who actually views the documentary would know that it does not refer, many

§ way, to Jorm McCain or the 2008 presidential election The feet that the CAIR chose to make
^ *•• •HegptiMi udien it HIM r.l^rly hMaleM nnly Ar*nnn*w»t** that tfie mmplaint in thia MMB

filed solely for purposes of harassment

The Commission should respond to this blatant attempt to chill the First Amendment

rights of Clanon and Aish by quickly actrvatmg this case and dismissing the CAIR's frivolous

complaint after determining that there is no reason to believe that either Clanon or Aish

committed any violation of 2USC § 441b(a) or 2 U S C §441e(a)

Sincerely,

Brett O Kappel
Counsel for The Clanon Fund, Ii
and Aish HaTorah International

Enclosures
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CAIR Alia FEC to Probe Antf-Miiilim DVDs Sent to Swing States
(WASHINGTON, D C , 9/23/08) - A prominent national blaimccivd rights aixl advocacy gnnq) today
announced that it has filed a complaint with the FeckralElecdOTConimisn(m(FEQ over the
distribution off m full-Muslim film to 28 mimon homes mpresute

Ine Wadungton-bned Council on Ainencan-IslamicRelanons (CAIR) is urging to
whether the CJanoa Prod, • shadowy non-profit organizrtion undistributed DVDs contmmng
"Obsession Radical Islam's War Against the West," is really a fiont for an brael-basedgronp seeking
tol^SesuJohnMcCunwmtneU^.presidcotulele€tiOB (No information about a board of
directors, staffer even • physical address is offered on the fund*s website)

In its complaint ID the PEG, CAIR wrote in put

"The Clarion Fund recently financed the d^stnbunon of some 28 million DVDs contaming the fito
'Obseasion Radical Islam's War Against the West* m what many political analysts describe as 'swing*
states in the upcoming presidential etecnons Those same analysts say the distribution of the 'Obsession'
DVD was designed to benefit a rjarfeculv premafettial candidate, r^

"According to the website for the Secretary of State for New York, Clanon Fund Inc is incorporated m
New Yak as a Delaware based foreign irt-fbr-profit corporation Accordmg to the Delaware
Department of Corpontoons, Robert (Rabbi Raphael) Sh^
incorporated Clanon Fund All three of whom are reported to serve as employees
International, an oramizanon apparently baaed m Israel Also according to the Delaware Depailweul of
Corporations, the iricorporaton of the Clanon Fund used Aish
West 46th Street, New York) to incorporate Clanon Fund in Delaware

"It appears that the funding for the production, marketing and distribution of 'Obsession* may
have originated from Israel-based Ai«h HaTnrah laterMhanaL"

ToreadtheexrareFECconq>7aint,chckhej£

There is at least one report of a person who received the DVD also getnrig an automated phone call
asking that person to watch the film arid men Mkeeprtmrnind when you go to the voting booth**

"American voters deserve to know whether they are the targets of a mulu-million-dollar campaign
funded and directed by a foreign gmmseelurig to wrnp up anu-Muslim
the outcome of our presidentud elecuon,** said CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad

Awad said CAIR has received numerous complaints from those who were sent the DVD in new
delivered to then- homes and has recorded at least one report of an anti-Muslim bias incident directly
resulting from the DVD distribution

SEE Ohio Muslims Fearful After DVD RfileMoi in Ni
VPAvMv ^fj^j^^jfjgfgfg^g^fg^^^^^gj^j^ffg^^jj^jgg^^^^^^^^^^^jgj^gg^ggi^^jQ^^^j^

Some newspapers, including the News A Record rn North Carolina and the Sir Lows Post-Dispatch,
have refused to distribute the DVDs

mericMi

Internith leaders such as Rev Dr C Welton Gaddy .president of the Interfiuth Alliance, have spoken



out agaiiist the distribution of "Obsession" m swing states ma statement, (hrty also called for an FEC
mvestigitxMi "...whenacyniealattenuitismafetonrtemiceonrnatta^
stoking leer off one rdipovs (roop we bdtove die ncdn along with pablkoflldalifMichai the
Federal Election Coauussion, unst establish who btrymf tomflacBCconrpoltticithrovgh

** ^"-Statement

An editorial mthePofot/tocft /tor outlined the apparent political motivation behind the Clarion
Fnnd campaign

00 "Distribution of the DVD was tuned with the pott-Labor Day start of presidential election season
*j About 95 percent of the papers that contained the DVD are in Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan,
hs Wisconsin, Iowa, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada and New Hampshire
Nl
N1 Notice a pattern^ Right, those are the swmg states that mo
JJ election The issue on which polls consistently show John McC^m ahead of BarackObama is national
^ secunty One w^ to make voters worry less about the ecom)my and more about national secunty would
Q be to send out a DVD mai opens wnlichps of 9/11 and uxliides scenes of Muslm^
en Amencat"*
(N

SEE The Secret Call Helping McCain (Palm Bfuch Port)

SEE ALSO Anti'Triini Film T^B^a 'S\ymg Statr1

Editorial and letter wnters nationwide hive called the film "propaganda" and even compared it to Lem
Riefenstahl's 1935 pro-Nan film Triumph of the Will " One writer called it "misleading and
dangerous w (Broward-Palm Beach New Tunes, 9720/08)

SEE Putting I ipjltack on PropiganHa IViMtn't rimnyi It (NWF Tkiily Mgu«)

JeffVanDeiu3erg,diiectOTofMKkUeEartStii&^
of antf-Mnshm propaganda w (News-Leader, 9/17/08)

These interviewed hi "Obsession1' constitute • veritable who's who of Muslim-bashers. Speakers
include Wnud Shoebat, who once told a Missouri newspaper that he sees "rnanypfuvUek between the
Antichnst and Islam" and "Islam is not the religion of (fed -Islsm is die devil "(SpnngfieUNews-
Leeder, 9/24/07)

Others interviewed in the film include Nome Danrish, a self-styled "former Moslem" who wrote that
"Islam is cruel, anti-women, anti-religious freedom and anti-personal freedom in general," and Denial
Pipes, who warned a Jewish convention of the "true dangers" posed by *Ue presence, and increased
stature, and affluence, and enfranchisement of American Muslims " (American Jewish Congress,
10/21/2001)

Another "Obsession" interviewee, Brsptte Gabriel, told the Australia* Jewuk News: "Every
practising Mnshm fa • radical Mnshm." She also claimed that "Islamo-nscum is a pohticaUy-correct
word rfs the vehicle for Islam Islam is the problem "



SEE The World AfiCTHllllg tft flnptie Gahnci f AmtMlim JewiA Newrt

When asked whether Americans should "resist Muslims who want to seek political office in this nation,"
Gabnelsaid

"Absolutely If a Muslim who has-who is-a practicing Muslim who bdro^
to be the word of Allah, who abides by Islam, who goes to mosque and prays every Friday, who prays
five tunes a day - this practocmg Muhn, who believes IB the teachiop of the Korea, cannot be a
loyal ettawi to the United States of America."

on CAIR.Amenca's largest IslaimccivUhberties group, has 35 office
^ Canada Its mission is to enhance the iindentanding of Islan^encoui^ dialogue, protect civil liberties,
i^ empower Arnencan Mushms, and build coalitions that promote jiobce and mub^
Nl

«r CONTACT CA1R National ConrniumcatKms Director Ibrahim Hooper, 20^
O 7726,fi-Mail ihooper@caircom,CAIRQmimumcadonsCooidin^

Mail arubin@caircom
^(N
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EXHIBIT D



CAIR Aiki IRS to Probe Grrap Bditad Swing State Antf-MasUm DVDi
(WASHINGTON, D C, 9/30/08) - A prominent national ItlaxniccivUngbti and advocacy groqp today
Mid it has aaked the IRS to investigate wbethertbeim-profit organization be^^
ann-Mushm film to 28 nnlhon homes m presidential dectaonswiiig states has violate

ThaWaahrngton-baaedCoiiiM^
me Clarion Fimd, a shadowy noii^m'gTO^ Radical Iilam's War
Agamat the Wot," la bemg "operated exclusively for the exempt pupose of educating'Ai
about issues ox national aecmity as it clanna

In a letter to Steven T Miller, commianoner of the IRS't Tax Exempt and Government Entities
^ Division, CAIR wrote m part
IS)
rx "[Qndepeno^ observers have suggested mat me distiî ^
^ Clanon Fund to participate m campaign activities and intervene m me 2(X)8presidemia] election"

Q| The letter quoted the editorial page editor of me Palm Beach Post, who wrote "Last week, an ad for
«T John McCam came with The Post But it wasn*t labeled as an ad for John McCam Distribution of me
O DVD, whose producers say it will 'change the way you krak at me world,' WM timed with me post-
en Labor Day start of presidential election season About 95 percent of the papers mat contained me DVD
™ are m Florida, Penn^vama,OhK>>Midngaii,Wi^^

New Harflpature

CAIR aaked me IRS, if evidence of wrongdoing is uuxwered, to consider strrppuujtte
its tax-exempt status, tax funds it spent on prohibited activities and impose an injunction on further
political expenditures

"A non-profit group's tax-exempt status should m)t be rnisused to prornoterMhtical candidates or to
outcome of an elecbon,** said CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad

Awad noted that even those involved in the pioduc^ion and promotion of *X)bsessionw are now having
aecondmoughts about bactang what the vaatmajonty of commentators are calling ana-Musum

Hie Endowment for Middle East Truth (EMEH. a pro-Israel mixik tart, piffled
ProjecT after CAIR fifed an FEC complaint seekmg an mvestaganoii the Clanon Fund's possible
violations of election laws

SEE ALSO CAIR Alta FBC 1° Probe Anti-Mashm DVP* S«tf *» Swing

Dr gli«l*al M«JMftmMi«ii • MiMlim mt^nmni** far *n*i«HMinti " now rmUm Hhm pm^iir^inn • "ml* |«i*i«ii

of propaganda "mastatementsem to me www obsessioriwit̂ ^ Mohammed said
"Sadly, it would seem mat I have allowed myself to be used "

The "Obsession with Hate" site was launched recenOy by me Hate Hurts ArnencaMulnfuth
Ounmumty Coahtum (HHA), a group of religious and civic organizations seeking to challenge hate
speech m our society HHA*s site offers a pomt-by-pomt rebuttal to props^andistK claims made in the



film, aaweU as a list of newspapen that covered to
statements made by anti-Muslim figures interviewed for "Obsession," and examples of the
overwhelmingly negative media coverage of the Onion Fund's cxmtrovora
votcn

A recent article in the St Petenburg Tunes revealed toes between the film's distributors and the Israel-
based group AishHaTorah The newspaper's investigative report stated <K3anon's address, according to
Manhattan Hnnirimy MBiatMH^ i« Hhm mam* mMn^m mm AiA TJaTWati TtitemrtinMl

AiahHaTorah TlieCIanonFund and AishHaTcnhlhteniational are also
HonestReportmg, which produced Obsession HonestReporting's 2006 tax return uses the same

rsi
in

rsi

T wed m "Obsession" itrtute a ventabte who'a who of Muahm-baahen Speakera
mclud^WahdShoebat, who once told a Nfissoimnewspsper thai te
Anddmst and Islam" and 'Islam is not n^rehgion of God -Isb^
Leader, 9/24/07)

Others mterviewedm the film mchide Nome Darwish, a sdf^
"Iilnn is cruel, anti-women, anti-rehgioiis fieedom «id anb^Mnonal freedom m general/* ̂ n4 Daniel
Pipea, who warned a Jewish convention of the 'true dangers" pos^
stature, and afimence, and enfianchisementofAmencanMusmns"(Amenca^
10/21/2001)

Am>thtt(t)bsesaon"rnterviewee,BiigitteG^ "Every practising
Muahm is i radical Musum " She *^gn v^m/nnf^ fhint MIttlarf<A"fiisfiiBm is a politically-correct word ifs
the vehicle for Islam T«iam |§ ftg proMem **

he Wn grf rflTIBl (Amrtfflif*1 Jewish N^wn)

When aaked wfaemcr Amencans should "resist Muslims who want to seek political office in this nation,'
Qabnelsaid

"Absolutely IfaMusumwhohu--whois--apracticmgMiisumwhobehevestn^
to be the word of Allah, who abides by Islam, who goes to moaqtie and prays every Friday, who prays
five times a day - this practicing Mushm, who believes m the teac±mgs of the Koran, cannot be a loyal
citizen to the United Stales of America "

CAR, America's largest Islamic civil hberoes group, has 35 offices and chapters nationwide and in
Canada. Itemisnon it to enhance the undentandm^
ampmwy American Mtmlmia, mnA hinlH enriihrnia that jimmnihipiahM atiH mutual imH^r«H»vling

-END-

CONTACT CAIR National Commiini^tbons Director Ibrahmi Hooper, 202-488-8787 or 2
7726, E-Mail moopen@cavcom,(^IRCoimnimicatio«iaCooi^^
Mail arnbm@can>com
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Fox 74* Prodicer PvDs Endoncment of Art-Muhm Film
(WASHINGTON, D.G, IMS/OS) - A prominent natioiud Islamic civil ngfits and advocacy group
announced today that Howard Gordon, the executive producer of Fox's televisKmdninaM24v'

f has
withdrawn his endorsement of the and-Muslim film "Obsession," which is currently being distributed to
some 28 million households in presidential election swing states by a shadowy non-profit organization
called the CterioB Fvsid

The Washington-based Canal on Amentan-blamic Relations (CAIR)ieletu^ a statement by
Gordon in which be said

"After btutg contacted by a number of people whose opinions Inspect andafter reviewing Obsession
with their criticisms and concerns m mind, I have asked the film makers to remove my endorsement from
the Obsession website and Jrom any fiitw^promotwnal materials Whde I remain committed to the film's

^ essential message-that the hate-mongenng promoted by radical Islam
^ western valves of tolerance and phiralism-1 also appreciate that the &
NI is not bemg served by films like Obsession "
Nl

™ CAIR welcomed Gordon's statement and noted that others are withdi*wmgthw
many conuiientatDrs have called anti-Muslim propaganda M

01 "We commend Mr Ooidon rorreongniTmg the harm caiised to OIJT society by intend
(N and mvisivefilins such as'Obsession,'" su^ "Aspubhc

outrage grows over this hate-filled production, people of conscience are spontaneously withdrawing then
fBBVBMB'MM'f ^

He saKlrjewspapers that distnbuted copies of me ̂ bscra Radical Islam's War Against the West"
DVD have received an outpouring of negative feedback from readers of all fiuths A number of

is refused to cany the DVD as an insert and there have been reports of ann-Muslim bias
related to the film's distribution

In Ohio, a public school bus driver who also takes chiloYen to an IslamK school reported tmUotrier bus
drivers were talking about the DVD and asked nun how he could transport "those people"

SEE Newspaper* Get rampUmt* for DVD Ad On M..«l
SEE ALSO PVEFt MikfiTi \ fjlpd N

Awad said that even a pro-Israel think tank, the EsMlowment for Middk East Truth (EMET), pulled
out of "The Obsession Project"

Dr. KhaJed Mohammed, a Muslim interviewee for "Obsession," now calls the production a "vile piece
of propaganda "In a rtatemmt §ent to the www oh«^ Mohammed said
"Sadly, it would seem that I have allowed myself to be used "

SEE

TTie "Obsssslim with Hate" ate was Uunchcd receiidy by the lUtt Hurts Amenca M«ttifarth
Coaimuiiry GosjUwn (HHAX a group of religious and cmc organizations seeking to challenge hate
speech in our society



HHA'i&teoffenapomtty-pomtfttattelto
newspapers tint delivered the film's DVD as an insert, a sanroling of tagcrted statements made by ann-
Musum figures interviewed for "Obsession," and examples of the overwhelmingly negative media
coverage of the Clarion Fund's controvenial campaign to mfluenoevoten

A recent aitictem the StPetenlHiri Times revealed ues between u^
baaed group Alsh HaTorah The newspaper's investigative report stated "Clarion's address,
according to Manhattan
fundraismg arm of Auk HaTorah The Clarion Fund and Auk HaTorah International are also
connected to a group called HonestReportmg, -which produced Obsession HonestXeportmg's 2006 tax
return uses the same address "

^ SEE Senders of klam Mo\ ic 'Qbtetsion1 Tied to Icwish Chanfr (St Petersburg Tunes)
in
rx Based on these levelafeonsaad on me Clanon fund's appa
r<n impact the presidential election inftvor of a particular candKJate,CAIR filed coniplamtswnli both the
w Federal Election Commission (FEC) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
(N
T **«

f!\ SEE ALSO Anti J«|SJHI Film. TaiBBti *SwiM Stalitf VfltPn (IPS)
CD

rM CAIR asked the IRS, if evidence of wrongdoing is iincoveied, to coctsider stnppmg the Qanon Fund of
its tax-exempt status, tax funds it spent on prohibited activities and imrx>se an injunction on furth^
pouticai eixpenditures

SEE CAIR AalM IRS to Probe Group Behind Swing State Anti-Muslim DVDs
SEE ALSO CAIR A*^* FBC to Probe Aim-Muslim DVDs s^flt to Swing States

Those interviewed in "Obsession" constitute a veritable who's who of Muslim-bashers Speakers
inclufeWahdSho«bat,whooi>cetoldaMissounn
Antichrist and Islam" and "bhm is not the religioB of God-bbmbttie deviln (Springfield News-

r, 9/24/07)

Omen interviewed in the film include Nome Darmsh, a self-styled "former Moslem" who wrote that
"Islam Is creel, antMromeB, aati-rellcloiis freedom sod anta-penonal freedom IB geBeralt" and
DtdridPq>ei, who warned a Jewish convenfcono
mcreaacd statore, aid •fflmmee, asid enfranchisement of Amenean MuUms." (Amencan Jewish
Congress, KV21/2001)

Another "Obsession" interviewee, Bnt^ "Every
practasuf M«sUm is a radical MtuUm." She also clainied that "Islamo-fincism isapohtacaUy-correct
word its the vehicle for Islam Islam is the problem"

SEE The World Aff«Hng 1m Bfigitte Qahnd (Aurtalim JewiA Newa)

When asked whether Americans should (lresistMushms who want to seek pohtical office in this nanon,11

Gabriel said

•Absolutely If a Muslim who has - who is - a practicing Muslim who believes the word of the Koran
to be the word of Allah, who abides by Islam, who goes to mosqiw and piays every Friday, who prays
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(fell practicing Moilta* who bdlmi ID thefive times a day -
loyal dtfaoi to the United States of America,11
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CAIR. America's largest blmuc civil liberties group, hu 35 ofiBces and chapters nationwide and in
Canada Iti mission is to enhance tbeundenrtandmg of Islam, encoun^ dialogue, protect ^^
empower Amencan Muslims, and build ooilitaoiis that promote jusbM

-END-

CONTACT CAIR National Communications Director Ibrahim Hooper, 202-488-8787 or 202-744-
7726, E-Mail ihoopcrQcair com, CAIR Communications Coordinator Amina Rubin, 202-488-8787, E-
Mail arubincair
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CAIR: Foreign Group Again Linked to Aoti-Mosbn DVD Campaign
(WASHINGTON, D.C, 10V28M) - A prominent nadomd Iilamic civil ngbte and advocacy group
today renewed its call for Federal Election Commission (FEC) and Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
investigations of an apparent attempt by a foreign-based gjoup to influence me presulen^

The Coined on American-Islamic Rekfaons (CAIR) said another media itpoit has linked the Israel-
based group Aish HaTorah to the distribution of millions of ana-Muslim DVDs to voters in presidential
election swing states and to key opinion leaders nationwide

An article in today's & lew ?arf-Dupafc/i described an internith response to an effort led by an ant-
Islam pastor to send the DVD "Obsession Radical Islam's War Against the West" to hundreds of
thousands of Christian and Jewish clergy nationwide

oo
ui The Rev. O'Neal Doner, pastor of the Woridwide Christian Center m Pompano Beach, FU, refined
N. say who paid for the massive niailiiig, but sda^

from Aish HaTorah." Doaer also and, *I do befaeve that the reHgm of Islam...b a very dangenms
1-1 and evil csJL" ("Obsession" interviewees racfofe those who have sad "Islm
^ clannno<lpiacticnigMusumwcanteaMlov^

SEE jpfr'Hkith PartMtriup-BiUiCT Bfthind Miflinui AIBHPUJ Ab01^ PVD (Post-Dispatch)

An earlier article in the A Petersburg Tones revealed nes between the fihn'sdistnbimx.t^
Fund, and Aish HaTorah The newspaper's investigative report stated "Clarion's address, according to
Manhattan directory assistance, is the same address as Aish HaTorah International, a Amdraising arm of
Aish HaTorah The Clanon Fund and Aish HaToiaiilnteniational are also corinected to a group called
HonestReporbng, which produced Obsession HonestReporting's 2006 tax return uses the same

SEE SfiDdoLof JsJim Movie 'Qhaession11 icd to lewish Chanty (St Petersburg Times)
VIDEO Isfjad-Bastd QroiiP Brilllld DlrtTlbutlOT of An*1"̂ "*̂ 1**1 PVQ fCNN)

A columnist for The Atlantic wrote mat Aish HaTorah uqieraiives flourish m the radK^bdt of Jewish
settkments just south of NaMus, in the northern West Bank"

CAIR has also learned that the "Obsession" DVD is being distnbuted to local public officials
"Ihroiigliottmecoraitr^byfe An
BPPC letter accompanying the DVD tells the officials to uget informed Before it's too late w

Based on these revelations and on the DVD d^stnbutor's apparent attempt to use its rion-profit status to
impact the presidential election in favor of a particular candidate, CAIR fifed complaints with both the
FEC and IRS

CAIR also noted that even those who once backed ^bsessioiinarewithd>trwingthevsurjportforthe
film that many commentators have called arm-Muslim "propaganda " For example, the pro-Israel think
tank the Endowment lor Middle East Trath (EMET) pulled om of "The Obsession Project"

Howard Gordon the executive producer of Fox's drama "24," withdrew his endorsement of the film
because "the goal of co-existence and tolerance is not being served by films like Obsession "



uitGmew^
ofTMQfiajpnda"lnairatiMnMtf ienttotfaewd Mohammed said
"Sadly, it would seem that I have alkwedi^

The "Obsession with Hate" site was launched recently by the Hate Hwjls Amenca Muhlfalth
Cosasjnmtty CoahtkM (HHA), a group of rehpoiis and civic orgamzabons seeking to chdle
speech in our society

CAIR, America's largest Islamic civil liberties group, has 35 offices and chapters nationwide and in
Canada Its mission is to enhance trie understanc^rf

Muslims, and build coalitions that promote jinnee and imftimi
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